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principle in the use of his tympanic evacuator and inflator.At the same time, it must be admitted that for adults the
swallowing of a little water is superior to mere labial
blowing; but in the case of children the preferability of
the blowing method is unquestionable. What I consider is
almost worthy of being termed "a simplified and improved
method of Eustachian inflation for children " consists in

gently blowing up the nostril by
means of Politzer’s bag while the Ichild blows through a tube with a
very narrow bore, suah as an Eusta-
chian catheter or a pipe-stem, at
the same time puffing out the
cheeks.
On the same principle I have pro-

vided a number of my patients with
what I call the "Eustachian Self-
Inflator." It consists of the not very
novel structure of a piece of india-
rubber tube about 1/16 in. in internal
diameter and of about 12 in. in
length. At one end is a glass tube,
covered with an indiarubber teat, and
adapted to fit comfortably into the
nostril. At the other end is a glass
mouthpiece, with a bulbous swelling,
into which is loosely packed a little
cotton-wool (vide engraving). On to
this wool I drop a few minims of
chloroform, and instruct the patient
to blow two or three times through
the tube while sniffing cautiously at
the other end till the extreme pun-
gency of the chloroform passes off.
He then inserts the nosepiece into
one nostril, closes the other, and
blows. It is well known that air or
steam enters much more easily into
the Eustachian tubes if mildly im-
pregnated with chloroform vapour,
and I have taken advantage of that
fact in devising the self-inilator. If
an ordinary breath is insufficient to

inflate the tympana, additional power may be obtained by
the patient previously drawing a full breath. At the same
time, I urge the patient to exercise the very smallest
amount of pressure, which is sufficient to make the vapour
"go to the ears." Should it be desired to limit the in-
flation as far as possible to one ear, the head is to be held
to one side with that ear upwards, while the other is
plugged with a finger of the patient or of someone at hand.
In several cases of most obstinate middle-ear catarrh,

even where Politzerisation and the use of the catheter pro-
duced little or no improvement, this method has afforded a
remarkable and most unexpected amount of benefib as

regards hearing power, subjective noises, and fulness in the
head. The instrument is made by Messrs. Krohne and
Sesemann, Upper Wimpole street, W.
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CASUALTIES DUE TO FOG AND FROST.

THE following is a list of the cases, due chiefly to the
effects of the recent fog and frost, which have either been
admitted to metropolitan hospitals during the past week
or treated in the out-patient departments.

London Hospital.
During the week which ended with Saturday last the

following cases were treated. The cause of the accidents
&c. is not noted in the receiving-room, but the officers on
duty state that very large numbers resulted from the slippery
state of the streets, as may be gathered from the following re-
turns of the cases. The accident caaes received into the wards
or made out-patients consisted of 51 fractures, 6 dislocationq,
24 sprains, 4 concussions, 13 contusions, 50 lacerated scalp
wounds, and 1 rupture of the globe of the eye. The minor
casualties treated, but not made out-patients, consisted of:
Sprains or contusions of the shoulder, 23 ; of the elbow, 13;of the wrist, 23 ; of the fingers, 12; of the hip, 9; of the
knee, 10 ; of the ankle, 24 ; of Lhe toes, 6 of the back, 18 ;

of the side, 23; of the ja.w, 2; 8 lacerations of the finger,
4 of the face, 8 of the scalp, 5 of the forehead. In twenty-
four hours-Dec. 25th and 26th-11 cases were seen of
fractured radius either with or without fracture of ulna.

Westminster, Hospital.
As the result of the fog and frost, the following cases

of accident or illness have been received at this hos-
pital. Admitted to the wards : Fractured femur, 2;
fractured fibula, 1 ; fractured tibia, 1 ; injury to elbow,
1 ; injury to ankle and knee, 1 ; injury to head, 2.
In addition, there were fully 25 surgical casualties on

December 25th attributable to the frozen condition
of the streets. In the medical department 8 patients
are at present in the wards suffering from bron-
chitis brought on by the fog; and, in addition to these,
9 patients died between Dec. 22 and Dec. 27, of whom
the deaths of 6 were either directly due to or accelerated
by the state of the atmosphere.

The Royal Free Hospital.
The cases of accident or illness treated in the Royal Free

Hospital as a result of the recent severe fogs and frost were
very numerous indeed, the books of the institution showing
a total of some sixty or seventy. The greater number were
received between Christmas-eve and the early hours of
Christmas Day, on which occasion two of the resident staff
were up all night owing to the very serious nature of some
of the cases. Three or four patients had to be admitted
into the wards, the most serious being a man run over on
the railway, whose leg had to be amputated, and a woman
who fell in the street and injured her head. Among the
number who were able to leave after treatment were four
dislocations, six fractures of arm, and four fractures of leg,
including the case of a cripple with a contracted leg.

St. George’s Hospital.
From this hospital we learn that 17 cases of accident and

illness due to the fog and frost were admitted as patients.
The Middlesex Hospital.

During the week ending Saturday, Dec. 26th, the sur-
gical cases admitted into the hospital as in-patients
whose injuries could in any way be traced to fog and
frost were as follows: Scalp wounds, 4; fracture (jaw),
1; fracture ( ? skull), 1; fibula, 2; tibia and fibula, 2;
and one man was brought in dead’from apparently fractured
base. This was the only death directly due to the causes
mentioned. From Dec. 21st to Wednesday last 30 cases

were admitted into the medical wards. These have included
pneumonia 3, acute nephritis 2, bronchitis 12, 3 with heart
disease (of whom two died), asthma 1. The bronchitic
cases may certainly be attributed to fog, as also the deaths
in heart disease with bronchitis. During the corresponding
period there have been 13 deaths, about treble the usual
number.

St. Mary’s Hospital.
The fogs and frost of the last week were responsible for

the admission into this hospital of twenty accident and five
medical cases. Most of the accidents were on Christmas Day.

St. Thomas’s Hospital.
The account we have received from this hospital does not

give particulars of increased accidents during the recent
exceptional weather. About twenty cases were treated in the
surgery for accidents which occurred during the fog.

FOOTBALL CASUALTIES.-Whilst playing in a match
on the 19th ult., between Blackpool South Shore and West
Manchester, at Blackpool, a player fractured his leg below
the knee. On the same day a young man, aged nineteen,
playing in a match (the St. John’s Club against the St.Paul’s) at Bedminster Park, sustained a compound fracture
of the elbow, and was removed to the hospital.

FOULING THE THAMES.&mdash;George and Robert Morgan
and William Haimer were summoned at Staines Petty
Sessions this week by the Thames Conservancy, for having
emptied the contents of a cesspool into the Thames, just
above the intakes of the Metropolitan Water Companies.
The case was proved by a Conservancy oflicial, and defen-
dants were tiued 50s. each.


